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Imagine a 12th-grader applying for a welding apprenticeship next year. They are choosing references from this list.

Rank them from STRONGEST reference (1) to WEAKEST (4) using the 5 H&L rules for picking references.

Their best friend from English class

Their math teacher from 8th grade who supervised their robotics club

Their soccer coach of 3 years

Their mom, who also works at a welding shop

RULES  knows your work ethic, not friends/family, has permission, professional contact, supervised you

FOR EACH RANK, NAME ONE H&L RULE FROM TODAY (KNOWS YOUR WORK ETHIC, NOT FRIENDS/FAMILY,
HAS PERMISSION, PROFESSIONAL CONTACT, SUPERVISED YOU)

RANK 1 (STRONGEST)

RANK 4 (WEAKEST)

T E A C H E R  ·  M A S T E R Y

Beginning 1 Developing 2 Proficient 3 Mastery 4
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